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1. OPS NUMBER: 2140622

2. INCIDENT DATE: June 20, 2014

3. COMPLAINANT: Intra-Departmental
4. OFFICER(S) INVOLVED ASGN YRS OF SERV  DUTY STATUS
A. Daryle McCormick ATF Task Force 18 Years Active

5. GENERAL ORDER(S) APPLICABALE TO INVESTIGATION:

GO # ADM-004
OATH OF OFFICE, ETHICS, AND CONDUCT
I. GENERAL STANDARDS OF CONDUCT

1. Conduct Unbecoming — The conduct of a public employee, on or off duty, reflects upon the
SCMPD. The SCMPD shall investigate complaints and/or a circumstance suggesting an SCMPD
employee has engaged in conduct unbecoming and shall impose disciplinary action when
appropriate

4. Truthfulness/Honesty: Employees shall not willfully, intentionally, or knowingly depart from
the truth OR in any way be deceptive, provide misrepresentations, falsification, deliberately or
intentionally omit or misrepresent material facts when giving testimony, providing information
(orally or in writing), or reporting in connection with any official duties. This includes the
submission of fictitious or inaccurate reports or the falsification or misrepresentation of any facts
or circumstance in official agency records. Upon the order of a superior, employees shall
truthfully answer all questions specifically directed and narrowly related to the scope of
employment and operations of the agency.

13. Misappropriation of Property - No employees of the SCMPD will appropriate for their
own use any lost, found, or stolen property. No employees will convert to their own use any
property of the City of Savannah or Chatham County, or property held by the SCMPD.



II1. PROFESSIONAL LIFE STANDARDS

C. Knowledge of Laws and Rules - SCMPD employees are required to establish and maintain a
working knowledge of laws and ordinances in force in the City of Savannah, Chatham County,
the rules and policies of the SCMPD and the City of Savannah, and the orders of the SCMPD
and Divisions thereof. In the event of improper action or breach of discipline, it will be presumed
that the employee was familiar with the law, rule, or policy in question.
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ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION
Incident Report

OPS NUMBER: | 2140622

EMPLOYEE: | Daryle Cpl. McCormick

DATE: JJune 20, 2014

INVESTIGATOR: | Lieutenant Robert Gavm
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Friday, June 20, 2014

On the above date, at approximately 18:45 hours, Chief Tolbert contacted this
investigator and ordered that Cpl. Daryle McCormick be placed on administrative leave
pending the outcome of this OPS investigation. I was also assigned to investigate
multiple allegations of misconduct by Cpl. McCormick.

I drove to Cpl. McCormick’s residence in Pooler, Ga. and collected his police ID, badge,
weapon, rounds, and pistol belt. I read Cpl. McCormick the notice of Administrative
Leave and had him sign the form. I returned to the OPS office, and logged the property
into the OPS safe. The signed Administrative Leave Form is now a part of this file.

Tuesday June 24,2014

I met with Chief Tolbert and Interim Major Dean Fagerstrom in reference to this OPS
investigation. Chief Tolbert briefed us as to what she knew of about the incident
involving Cpl. McCormick.

The Chief stated Cpl. McCormick came to the police department to meet with Asst. Chief
Enoch, and she was requested to step into that meeting. She stated Cpl. McCormick told
her he wanted to come back to the department from his position at the ATF task force and
possibly get a position in SIP (Savannah Impact Program). Chief Tolbert told him to get a
letter from the ATF supervisor stating he was coming back in good standing and she
would look at his request.

Chief Tolbert stated the following morning; the supervisor for ATF RAC David Kamentz
came to police headquarters and wanted to meet with her in reference to Cpl.
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McCormick. In attendance at this meeting was Asst. Chief Enoch. Agent Kamentz tells
the Chiefs that Cpl. McCormick was sent back from their office due to a series of
problems that have come to light in reference to the storefront operation and the monies
and property that had been bought and sold and logged in as evidence. Agent Kamentz
advised the Chiefs that there was a video of Cpl. McCormick removing items from the
storefront warehouse and putting the items in his vehicle. Agent Kamentz told the Chief
this activity was noticed by members of his staff, but no action was taken, nor was Cpl.
McCormick questioned. The only action taken was having the locks changed on the
warehouse so Cpl. McCormick could not get in.

Agent Kamentz also told the Chiefs there were issues with the money in the storefront
account. Kamentz told them the problems were with missing or inappropriate purchases
made with Cpl. McCormick’s ATF credit cards. Agent Kamentz stated that over time, as
he was questioned or asked about the items, Lovett gave him approval over the items and
purchases in question. Agent Kamentz told both Chiefs that there was also an accusation
that Asst. Chief Enoch told Cpl. McCormick that he needed to get rid of the books to
protect Lovett. (This is in reference to the account logs showing purchases and property
from the store front) Chief Tolbert did not understand why Agent Kamentz told Asst.
Chief Enoch of that accusation.

Chief Tolbert stated while in the meeting with Agent Kametz and Chief Enoch, she was
called to the front office wherein Maria Waters (Cpl. McCormick’s girlfriend) had just
dropped off a resignation notice for Cpl. McCormick. Ms. Waters requested the
resignation be turned into Asst. Chief Enoch. Chief Tolbert took the resignation back into
her office and told both Agent Kamentz and Asst. Chief Enoch that Cpl. McCormick had
just resigned. Chief Tolbert stated later in the afternoon, she was contacted and told Cpl.
Cpl. McCormick wanted to rescind his resignation letter, and that is why he was then put
on administrative leave.

Chief Tolbert stated Agent Kamentz told her he would provide the video tape and an
email from the AFT internal affairs office outlining the finding of the ATF investigation
to date. Chief Tolbert advised this information would be forwarded to SCMPD’s Internal
Affairs Office.

Chief Tolbert advised that I should go over the storefront operation and the accounting of
property and money as it pertained to the operating account with Sgt. Armando Tamargo,
who was in Cpl. McCormick’s position prior to Cpl. McCormick taking over the account.

Chief Tolbert advised she was placing a gag order on this investigation, advising Interim
Major Fagerstrom and I would be the only ones privy to the details of the investigation.
Chief Tolbert asked that our meeting be documented for this OPS report.



Friday July 11, 2014
(The following is a summary of the 5 page email)

Chief Tolbert copied and forwarded an email to her from Ray Brown, the ASAC
(Assistant Special Agent in Charge) in the ATF Atlanta Field Office. Brown forwarded
an email sent to him by the Savannah office RAC (Resident Agent in Charge), David
Kamentz outlining the allegations brought forward to him by ATF task force members
under his command. The email outlines several incidents involving questionable
purchases, and theft of property from the storefront operation named “Operation Pulaski”
which was run out of the ATF task force office. The email outlines two specific incidents
that took place during November 2012, identifying missing property during an audit of
the warehouse where items were stored for the storefront operation. Task Force Officer
Molina conducted the audit and identified money and several televisions missing from
the inventory. Alarm trips at the warehouse led to agents pulling video of the specific
times. The video showed agent Cpl. McCormick going into the warehouse removing a 60
inch television and approximately $2000.00 in cash. The email also reports questionable
purchases made by Cpl. McCormick over a period of time that appear to be for personal
use, such as vehicle maintenance, alcohol, hotel and dining purchases. The email also
explains that ATF agents were notified of the incident, but they did not report the issue.
They did take action by changing the lock on the warehouse denying Cpl. McCormick
further access. Other video shows Cpl. McCormick going to the warehouse after the
locks are changed and attempting to gain entry, but when the key does not work Cpl.
McCormick leaves.

The ATF agents and task force members questioned Cpl. McCormick about some of the
questionable purchases and he routinely responded that he was given permission by
Lovett to make the purchases or remove property. Cpl. McCormick would tell people he
was “protected”.

This email also discusses the FBI investigation into Lovett, wherein he was found to have
a cell phone that was assigned to the ATF for over five months after he resigned from
SCMPD, and the bill was still being paid by Cpl. McCormick up until its discovery in
May 2014. The phone led to Cpl. McCormick being questioned by the FBI, and
subsequently agents in the ATF office advised RAC Kamentz about the activity from the
past that they had identified.

This led to the meeting that RAC Kamentz had with Chief Tolbert and Chief Enoch about
Cpl. McCormick requested to return to SCMPD. The Internal Affairs Office of the ATF
is involved in this case, and has begun their internal investigation (The entire copy of
Chief Tolbert’s email is now part of this OPS file.)



Wednesday July 23, 2014

ATF RAC Kamentz came to Police Headquarters and met with Fagerstrom and me to
discuss items he had in reference to this OPS case. RAC Kamentz reviewed with us and
turned over two surveillance videos that show Cpl. McCormick removing televisions and
cash from the storefront operation warehouse in Garden City. Cpl. McCormick is seen
entering the warehouse after hours removing various televisions from the electronics
room. Cpl. McCormick also enters the area where there is a floor safe and is seen on
camera leaving with cash in his hand. Along with the videos, RAC Kamentz brought a
list of seventeen weapons that were signed out from the property room by Cpl.
McCormick for return or to be destroyed. RAC Kamentz was unable to locate several of
the names or case numbers in their database that coincide with the weapons listed as Cpl.
McCormick destroying (Copies of the weapons list and video tapes are now a part of
this file.)

Tuesday August 5, 2014 (Summary of Interview with Sgt. Tamargo)

I conducted an audio taped interview with SCMPD employee Sgt. Tamargo, Major Case
Sergeant then assigned to the Counter Narcotics Team, (CNT) for him to outline his
involvement and understanding of the storefront operation known as “Operation Pulaski”
and to explain the “churning account” that was used to fund the operation. Sgt. Tamargo
had put in his two week notice to quit the department during this investigation, and was
leaving at the end of the week when this interview occurred. His last day was August 8,
2014.

Prior to the recorded interview, Sgt. Tamargo was advised Garrity and advised he
understood. Fagerstrom and I interviewed Sgt. Tamargo. I asked Sgt. Tamargo how he
became involved in the storefront operation. Sgt. Tamargo stated he was approached by
ATF Agent Lou Valoze about working on the operation. Sgt. Tamargo wanted to be
involved and Agent Valoze spoke with the Chief of Police (Willie Lovett) and Sgt.
Tamargo was assigned. Lovett called Sgt. Tamargo into his office and told him he would
not be able to come to the Police Department, and would not communicate with
department members while on this assignment.

The storefront operation was funded through a State of Georgia churning account. The
upfront money came from cigarettes that were supplied that did not have GA or Federal
sales tax stamps. This gave them the ability to sell the cigarettes at a reduced rate
generating the funds for making illegal sales cases in the meantime. In the end they were
going to do an ATF operation, but under state guidelines. Sgt. Tamargo was assigned to
open the “churning account” and he asked about the rules and guidelines for use of the
account. He was told there were no real restrictions as long as the case was active the
money can be used for any law enforcement needs or supplies.



Sgt. Tamargo was told that the police department could keep the money and they would
put a bunch of bad guys in jail. The money could be used for any law enforcement
purposes. Sgt. Tamargo opened the “churning account™ at SunTrust Bank and he was the
sole person who had the ATM card for the account. Sgt. Tamargo would give the agents
and officers access to the card if they needed to buy plane tickets, hotel rooms, or stuff to
do the operation.

I asked if Lovett had access to the bank account and Sgt. Tamargo stated “no”. Sgt.
Tamargo met with Lovett in the cemetery on Wheaton St. to discuss the operation. Sgt.
Tamargo purchased Lovett two laptop computers from the “churning account”, stating
the laptops were to be used so Lovett could communicate with Tamargo during the
operation. Sgt. Tamargo was asked if he Lovett ever emailed him from those laptops and
Sgt. Tamargo stated, “No.” Sgt. Tamargo stated Lovett had assigned Captain Wiley as
his go to department contact for operational information. Sgt. Tamargo stated he
convinced Lovett to allow him to communicate with Lt. Gundich.

Sgt. Tamargo stated the operation was bringing in a lot of money, sometimes as big as
$80,000.00. He and Agent Brian Moore were handling most of the record keeping for the
account. The two of them would count the money and then deposit the money. The
records for the account were kept by Sgt. Tamargo and Agent Moore. The account was
used to pay for rent, get cars, and for holsters. Some of the officers did not have
undercover holsters. They used the funds from the account to buy stuff for the storefront
like paper towels, beer, and oil changes for the cars. I asked if receipts were kept for all
the items purchased, and he stated they were. Sgt. Tamargo stated he was using the
money in the account to pay for gas for his car. He advised the ATF agents had
government credit cards to get gas.

Captain Fagerstrom asked Sgt. Tamargo about the laptops he purchased for Lovett--what
brand there were and where they are now. Sgt. Tamargo did not know where the lap tops
were at the time of this interview. Sgt. Tamargo stated Captain Wiley called him after the
investigation began into Lovett and advised him he was retiring. Captain Wiley wanted to
know what to do with the laptop computer Sgt. Tamargo supplied him with for the
storefront operation. Sgt. Tamargo told him to just leave it with the last unit he was
working with, that the computer belonged to the department. Captain Wiley asked him
about the computer Lovett’s daughter was using. Sgt. Tamargo stated he thought he was
saying she was using it from the house, but then he stated, ““Yeah I don’t care what they
do with it.” But Sgt. Tamargo told Captain Wiley he turned over the serial numbers of
the computers, so if someone comes looking for it they know who it was given to.

Sgt. Tamargo stated he supplied Captain Wiley, Lt. Gundich, Lovett and himself with
laptop computers in order to communicate with each other. Sgt. Tamargo advised he was
given an iPad by an ATF Agent, and told he did not have to turn it in because it was
technology. He was told when it dies just toss it. Sgt. Tamargo stated they bought office
furniture, computers, and TV’s for the precincts at SCMPD. Sgt. Tamargo stated the list
he made was incomplete, but he tried to keep track of all the things he bought.
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I asked if he used the account to purchase anything else for the Chief like booze or
alcohol. Sgt. Tamargo stated no, but said he may have given him a bottle of scotch, and
the rest went to Lou’s garage. Sgt. Tamargo stated they used the account to purchase stuff
that was “swag” like beer, coffee, and drinks for the customers coming into the
storefront. Sgt. Tamargo stated, “We bought Keurig coffee makers, things like that.” Sgt.
Tamargo stated he bought flat screen TVs for the precincts, the detectives units, and
SARIC. Sgt. Tamargo stated he bought them from Best Buy, and gave them to Lt.
Gundich to distribute to the department. Again, Sgt. Tamargo stated some of the serial
numbers were recorded, but not all of them.

Sgt. Tamargo wanted to use the program Quick Books for recorder keeping for the
storefront operation. Sgt. Tamargo stated the officers involved in the operation did not
want to use this program for the record keeping. Sgt. Tamargo bought the Quick Books
program and he stated they screwed it up. I asked if they ever found any anomalies in the
items they were tracking. Sgt. Tamargo stated there were, but they were not huge or
glaring. He said it could have been bad book keeping or sloppy inventorying on all their
parts. Sgt. Tamargo does not believe anyone stole anything as far as he knows. He
believed they were not running the operation correctly and stated there was very little
oversight. Sgt. Tamargo stated he thought if this goes bad he would be the one who was
left holding the bag. Sgt. Tamargo said he felt like if something went bad, “The ATF
would say this is the police department’s operation and Lovett would say, I don’t know
anything about it and I would be left holding the bag.”

Sgt. Tamargo stated he heard the justice department was doing inspections of these types
of operations and was told by the agents they wouldn’t do an inspection because this is a
state case and not governed by federal guidelines. Sgt. Tamargo stated he got the “the
shut up you’re a pain in the ass type feeling from them.”

Sgt. Tamargo stated he requested an accountant to look over the records and the ATF sent
him to Bluffton, SC to an independent accounting firm. (Sgt. Tamargo thought the name
of the accountant was Sandowski.) They had to pay for the accountant. Sgt. Tamargo
knew the account was not going to match up. He stated he lost $20,000 in a money
laundering operation he set up. He stated the guy they were working on was paying him
back $9,000 or so at a time in structured payments. The guy then got arrested by INS and
they were out the money. They couldn’t get the money back at that point. Sgt. Tamargo
stated he told Lovett that the guy got arrested and they were out $20,000. Sgt. Tamargo
stated they had to eat that loss. He stated for the most part the stuff matched up.

Sgt. Tamargo stated when he left the operation he left the computer with all the records
and the receipts at the storefront. Sgt. Tamargo was asked why he was left the operation
and he stated because of all the stuff going on that he talked about before this. When he
was asked what specific issues caused him to leave, he stated Lovett not wanting to know
anything and part of it was ego, he did not like the ATF guys dictating things to him and

6



not wanting to listen to him. He stated part of it was that, “I just didn’t like it.” He felt
like all it was going to take was for someone come in and looked into what they were
doing, and saying ‘what the hell were you all doing’, and then there was going to be no
explanation.”

Sgt. Tamargo stated he told Lovett he needed to talk to Belski (ATF). Sgt. Tamargo
stated Lovett told him he would, and a while later Lovett told him they (he and Belski)
spoke and so Sgt. Tamargo asked Belski if he talked to the Chief lately and he said “no”,
so Sgt. Tamargo felt like one of them was lying and he was leaving. He felt like “if
something went bad nobody knew about the operation. Sgt. Tamargo stated “nobody
knew about this, like the city manager, nobody.” Sgt. Tamargo stated “I was worried if
things went bad Lovett would say he had a rogue sergeant who he said could work with
the ATF but that ‘I didn’t know what he was doing’. Sgt. Tamargo said “I was like, if you
look at it, it was already set up that way”. “Now the finger was going to be on my ass, so
I’'m done with it.” Sgt. Tamargo states I never thought anything they were doing was
criminal or dirty. I know they were legitimately trying to put bad guys in jail.”

Fagerstrom stated there was no plan, no structure, and no oversight. Sgt. Tamargo stated,
“There was nothing in our SOP that guided anything.” Sgt. Tamargo stated, “I wasn’t
buying things for myself, I was buying it for the operation and the department, but whose
interpretation of that would it be. If someone came in and looked at it, would they think
we needed it. They could say why did you buy this and why would you buy that.”

Sgt. Tamargo stated, “One day the ATF agent from Virginia came down who was the
guru of this type operation. The next one was supposed to be like an import export type
operation, we even went to Miami to see how it works.” Sgt. Tamargo stated, “The ATF
agent from Virginia was telling us before you set this new operation up (Garden City
location) you need to do A, B, C and D. I get a call from the guy (Virginia agent) telling
me to meet with him at his hotel.” He stated the agent and his boss were there and asked
Sgt. Tamargo why none of the things they said needed to be in place were done. Sgt.
Tamargo stated he told them “your expectations and ours are different. You need to talk
to Lou and George because you guys are not on the same sheet of music.” Sgt. Tamargo
stated that’s when things went bad between him and the guys in the operation.” (Sgt.
Tamargo supplied an email that Agent Lou Valoze sent out to the group.) Sgt. Tamargo
stated the majority of the email was directed towards him and Brian Moore. Sgt. Tamargo
said the guy from Virginia was a lifeline, if they needed money or cigarettes this guy
would help them out. He said, “The fact that [ was calling this guy directly and asking for
information about what was sent and if it would be invoice or not or how much was sent
pissed someone off”. Sgt. Tamargo said, basically they wanted someone to sign the
checks and cover the while they did the undercover work. “I went over thinking I was
going to do undercover work, but they did that,” Sgt. Tamargo said.



Sgt. Tamargo then read the email that Agent Valoze sent and it laid out the ground rules
for the new operation (a copy of the account is part of this file.) Sgt. Tamargo did not
like the fact an informant was getting more respect than he and the other officers.

Sgt. Tamargo stated soon after the email, he learned from a SunTrust worker that when
he went to open the new business account for the new operation that he was being moved
out. The teller told him, “So you’re leaving us?” He was moving the money in the
churning account from his undercover name to the business account and Cpl. McCormick
was already on the new account. This is when Sgt. Tamargo first learned that Cpl.
McCormick had been added onto the account.

Sgt. Tamargo went back to the storefront and told them he knew what was happening (he
was being sent back) and he stated he wanted to go anyway. I asked him if he and Cpl.
McCormick were buying anything together at this time and he stated “no”. I asked Sgt.
Tamargo if he zeroed out the account before he left. Sgt. Tamargo advised he left
everything with them. Sgt. Tamargo explained that when they purchased cars from the
“churning account” there was drama among the agents about who got what and this
caused friction among the agents. Sgt. Tamargo stated he told Lovett about what was
happening and he believed Lovett told Cpl. McCormick, and that’s why the guys were
getting mad. He knew Lovett told Cpl. McCormick stuff. Sgt. Tamargo stated he left the
operation about a month later.

I asked Sgt. Tamargo if he left his checks and ATM cards with the agents, he stated he
may have left them in the desk or gave them to one of the agents, he didn’t remember.
Fagerstrom asked Sgt. Tamargo if the BMW Cpl. McCormick was driving was from the
“churning account”. Sgt. Tamargo said he wasn’t sure. We asked if Cpl. McCormick ever
worked at the storefront in Thunderbolt and he stated “no”, he did not take part in the
operations.

I asked if he knew the balance of the account when he left, he stated it was close to
$500,000.00. Sgt. Tamargo stated if we looked at all the transactions, there was a lot of
money going in and out from the account. [ asked if he had a cell phone, Sgt. Tamargo
advised they all had cell phones through Verizon, and they paid for the phones with
money from the “churning account.”

Before we concluded the interview, I asked Sgt. Tamargo if he knew of anything else we
did not cover during this interview. Sgt. Tamargo said he advised the FBI that he and
some of the other guys were given TVs from a guy from up north. He stated the guy told
him the TVs were used as fillers for the container. Sgt. Tamargo took a TV home and
kept it. He also advised, “We did keep the swag, the T-shirts and shoes that they bought
but just little stuff like that.” Sgt. Tamargo stated, “I told the FBI about that and they said
they weren’t worried about stuff like that.” Sgt. Tamargo said they used the stuff to make
themselves look dirty. Sgt. Tamargo stated that is all he could think of at this time, but if
something else came up to let us know. I then concluded the interview.
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Thursday August 7, 2014 (Summary of Interview with APO TFO. Molina)

I conducted an audio taped interview with TFO Molina, at the Internal Affair’s office.
Prior to the recorded interview, TFO Molina was advised of his Garrity warning and he
acknowledged understanding. I asked when he came on the department and where he has
and is currently assigned. TFO Molina stated he has been with the department since 2006
and worked patrol, CSU, TRAP and is currently a taskforce officer in the ATF office. He
has been in the ATF office for almost three years. He advised he worked at the storefront
operation in Garden City. He was brought in because they needed a Spanish speaking
officer. I asked who was working on the operation he listed all previously stated and
mentioned that Cpl. McCormick was the person who was on the churning account but he
did not take part in the day to day operations. TFO Molina stated 98% of the operations
were done by the ATF agents Valoze, Bicknese, Moore, and him. Cpl. McCormick was
not part of the operation except for the churning account.

TFO Molina stated Cpl. McCormick had the bank account with the UC name Dwayne
Chandler. The account was used to pay bills, make buys, and to fill the warchouse with
property to make it look like the warehouse had stuff coming in and out. If they needed
supplies or to buy things they would call Cpl. McCormick and he would pick the stuff up
or meet them somewhere and buy it and they would bring it back. I asked how they kept
track of those purchases. TFO Molina stated when he used the card he would bring the
receipt back and place it in a file folder in his desk. A bank statement came at the end of
the month and they would check the account against the receipt to make sure they
matched up. TFO Molina stated he would question purchases that were made outside the
region to make sure there was no identity theft or things like that going on.

TFO Molina stated when he questioned purchases he saw on the bank statement Cpl.
MecCormick would tell him he made the purchase. He also advised Cpl. McCormick
sometimes told him he lost or forgot the receipt. TFO Molina said he would ask him,
“Did you or the officers on the storefront operation make these purchases of gas and
other things?” Cpl. McCormick would tell him he didn’t have the receipts. I asked how
he ended up doing the books, and he stated Cpl. McCormick told him he didn’t have time
to reconcile the books because of his other duties with Operation Ceasefire so he was
asked to keep the books.

TFO Molina stated he asked that an accountant come in to assist him with doing the
books. TFO Molina stated he started keeping the books within the first three months of
going over there. I asked him if after meeting the accountant did he then become
responsible for the records of the storefront, and he stated he did. I asked if they made
small purchases for water, drinks, or snacks for the storefront. TFO Molina advised that
money was kept in the safe for swag (small purchases) and if they needed to give change
they had money on hand. This swag money was used freely with no oversight.
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Sometimes suspects would come in with hundred dollar bills and they needed to give
them change. He advised the safe with the swag money had no more than a $1,000 but no
less than $200. Some days they might do $50,000 in sales and they would call Cpl.
McCormick to make deposits. I asked if it was normal for him to make purchases for him
to get gas and stuff. TFO Molina did not want to take money from the safe for that. If
TFO Molina needed gas he would catch up with Cpl. McCormick at a gas station and he
then would fill his tank. If Cpl. McCormick went away and they needed to pay bills, he
would pre-sign checks and leave them for them to use on things while he was gone.
Sometimes Cpl. McCormick would pull out cash and leave it for them and TFO Molina
would leave notes for the use in Quick books. I asked TFO Molina if he had any
conversations with Lovett about the money or items, he replied no, that all his dealings
were with Cpl. McCormick.

I asked since he ran the warehouse if there were any issues with items missing. TFO
Molina stated what would be an issue is they would buy hundreds of TVs and pre-
package them on pallets in the warehouse, stacking 20 to a pallet. They knew guys were
coming in with like 10 or 20 AK’s (Assault Rifles) and the TVs were used as payment for
the guns to keep people from having to hang around the warechouse too long. TFO Molina
stated on several occasions the counts came up short. At first, he thought it was agents
pulling them to make other deals, but that wasn’t the case.

TFO Molina stated he advised the agents not take the TVs out of the stack, they all told
him they were not touching his stacks. TFO Molina stated it happened again another time
that same week. He said this was an issue because the suspects would order specific types
of TVs 60 inches or things like that and the needed all the ones they stacked for the
orders. I asked if they ever had to go out to grab styles of TV that they couldn’t get
through there sources.

[ asked TFO Molina after the two different times where TVs were missing, what did he
do? He stated he told the agents working the warehouse what had happened and this was
the second time a TV was missing from a stack. TFO Molina stated they knew there was
an issue when the night before they did a late sale and the money from the sale was put in
the safe. When they went to do the deposit paperwork on the money they found the
discrepancy. Agent Moore did a $5,000 sale, all in $100 bills, when he went into the safe
he saw that $2,000 was missing. He asked if anyone did a deposit or took the money for a
buy, when everyone working there said they did not, they checked the video tape system.

Moore suspected someone was coming into the warehouse at night and taking things.
When they reviewed the video tape, they saw Cpl. McCormick coming into the
warehouse after hours by himself. I asked how he knew it was Cpl. McCormick and he
stated he saw his government vehicle and his face. The video has audio and video, so
Cpl. McCormick is seen and heard inside the warehouse talking one time to Capt. Adams
and another time to a female named Maria. (Possibly his fiancée) I asked if he could see
and hear him and he said, “Yes it is Cpl. McCormick.” I asked if he had a key to the
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building, and TFO Molina said, “Yes, he had full access to the warehouse to include the
alarm codes.” I asked him what he saw Cpl. McCormick doing. TFO Molina states, “Cpl.
MecCormick goes directly to disable the alarm than, one time he goes straight to the safe,
you hear him rustling inside the safe while he is chit chatting on the phone, than you hear
the safe close and a separate camera picks him up going into the electronics room. You
can clearly see a stack of money in his hand and him pulling out the TVs.” I asked is it
normal for Cpl. McCormick to go into the warehouse. TFO Molina stated, “No.” I asked
what is kept in there. He stated swag money, cash from sales, and sometimes evidence
that is kept because they can’t get back to log in.

I asked TFO Molina, so normally do you keep your personal money in the safe or your
wallets or anything, and he said, “No.” I asked did you guys ever keep stacks of your
personal cash in there. TFO Molina stated, “No Sir.” I asked if he knew Cpl. McCormick
to do any of this. TFO Molina replied, “No.” I asked what else was kept in there, and he
stated the overflow of iPads, liquor, and any items that couldn’t go in the electronics
room. I asked TFO Molina if he reviewed the surveillance videos and he stated that he
had. I walked him back through the video and he stated that Cpl. McCormick closed the
safe. TFO Molina knew this from the distinct sound the safe door and lever makes. Cpl.
McCormick exited the safe room with what you can visibly see as cash. TFO Molina
believes the money is in his left hand and his cell phone was in his right hand. TFO
Molina stated Cpl. McCormick then entered the electronics room. “The first time he
looks around and finds the TV he wants and takes it out.” TFO Molina stated Cpl.
McCormick purposely moves the other TV’s around to fill the void for the TV he took
out of the stack. I ask what Cpl. McCormick does with the TV he removes from the stack.
TFO. Molina states “he takes it out of the warehouse and loads it in his vehicle, alarms
the warehouse gets back in his vehicle and departs. ¢

I asked TFO. Molina was that the first incident or the second. TFO. Molina states “that
was the first day he takes a TV on both occasions.” I asked was Cpl. McCormick’s
actions normal, TFO Molina stated this was not normal, there working hours were during
the day. There were times we would work at night but nobody would come by
themselves. TFO Molina stated, “One because you don’t know who is watching the place
and you never know who is going to try to stick us up or rob us.” “There were always at
least two people to enter the warehouse for checks and balances for security reasons.”
“The ops that we did at nighttime, we try to have at least three to four people there.” 1
asked again for Cpl. McCormick to come in to the warehouse alone was not normal. TFO
Molina stated, “No it was not normal and it was not safe.” I ask him if the facts show that
Cpl. McCormick entered the warehouse on two occasions alone and in both cases he
removed TV sets, and on one of those occasions he removed a TV and cash. TFO
Molina responded, “Yes that is correct.” I asked if they noticed the cash missing the next
day or was it later in the week. TFO Molina stated it was after the second time that the
TVs came up short that they pulled the video and saw the TV and the cash theft.

TFO Molina states agent Moore was getting the safe sterile for the weekend when he
noticed the money missing and that made him notice the $2000 gone. I ask TFO Molina,
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“Now you have the missing money and TV’s and you see the video tape and see Cpl.
McCormick taking the items, what do you guys do next?” TFO Molina stated, “Agent
Moore was fucked up about the incident, he was mad because here they are busting their
butts and he was thinking it was one of the people on the operation doing this, and here
comes Cpl. McCormick in the middle of the night taking the stuff.” TFO Molina stated
they both knew he was not “doing something righteous because nobody knew about it
and especially because he was coming in after hours.”

I asked if they went to the supervisors. TFO Molina was not sure, he stated at the time the
acting RAC was Toby Taylor. TFO Molina stated they reported it through the storefront
chain of command. TFO Molina and Moore told Ralph and Tony how they felt about
what they saw and they told TFO Molina and Moore that they were going to sit down
with Cpl. McCormick and get to the bottom of this stuff. TFO Molina told the staff that
he did not want to be part of this stuff because it really bothered him and he was dealing
with another case of corruption already. TFO Molina told them that he would do his job
and deal with him when he was around, but that Cpl. McCormick had “lost his respect.” I
asked if he had a valid reason for taking what he did. TFO Molina stated, “I didn’t want
to hear his excuses, | think it was bad.” I asked if anyone was told that he would be
coming in to take anything and he stated no, nobody knew. He stated they were all
looking at each other until they saw it was Cpl. McCormick. TFO Molina stated nobody
knew he was coming in after hours. Cpl. McCormick would never say the next day when
they saw him that he was coming in the warehouse.

I asked TFO Molina if Cpl. McCormick was able to get back in the warehouse after this
incident. TFO Molina stated, “After seeing the video tapes of Cpl. McCormick, Ralph
Bicknese changed the pad lock on the outside gate so he could not get in the fence.
Everyone was given keys to the new lock except Cpl. McCormick.” Cpl. McCormick was
restricted to coming to the warehouse without one of them being there. TFO Molina
stated, “You don’t have this video, and I don’t know what happened to it, but when they
changed the lock, they had not had a chance to talk to Cpl. McCormick about the videos,
he is seen on video trying to get in the warehouse again at night and when his key does
not work he leaves.” TFO Molina stated Cpl. McCormick never asked anyone ‘hey why
doesn’t my key work or why didn’t I get one’. TFO Molina continued stating when he
saw the video of him trying to get in again and not being able to, it made him know there
was something suspicious with all of this. I asked if this third video was the same
circumstances, Cpl. McCormick at night by himself without telling anyone. TFO Molina
stated, “Yes.” I asked if they noticed any other times after that if things were missing.
TFO Molina stated there were charges in Atlanta and stuff on the credit card where they
found out it was Cpl. McCormick making the purchases. He stated, “One time there was
$100 worth of liquor paid for on the credit card and that’s a red flag there.” This was not
right because they had a special person that they would buy the liquor from. Valoze asked
Cpl. McCormick about the purchase of the liquor and Cpl. McCormick told him, “It was
for the Chief” (Lovett). TFO Molina stated, “As long as he had a receipt 1 did not
question those, it was above my pay grade.” I asked if he saw a lot of purchases like this
outside the area. TFO Molina did not know the extent due to the fact Cpl. McCormick did

12



not inform them of cases they were involved in, nor did he let them know if things were
purchases for visiting agents from out of town. The charges were things like airline
tickets and hotel rooms. Cpl. McCormick would coordinate the purchases with the case
agents. TFO Molina stated he would not be aware of justifications all the time.

I asked TFO Molina how much money the churning account would have in it at any one
time. TFO Molina stated, “It was never less than $200,000 and no more than $1,000,000.
He stated the account has been up to over $800,000 at times. I asked if during the time he
was there if large purchases were made, such as vehicles. TFO Molina stated “Yes” there
were vehicles bought all the time. TFO Molina stated several times he was driving
different cars for the operation.

I asked if the agents had cars from the churning account and he stated, “Yes.” I asked if
Cpl. McCormick had any cars bought from the churning account. He stated he did, first
was the BMW 750, which he later switched over to a Mercedes. I asked if computers and
iPads were purchased from the churning account. TFO Molina stated, “Out of the
churning account”. TFO Molina was not aware of what or who received what electronics.
TFO Molina stated as long as he had a receipt for the items he didn’t question them.

[ asked if the TVs were the only things that he had missing or anomalies with in the
warehouse. TFO Molina would see purchases for computers and cell phones, but
everyone there already had cell phones and laptop computers. TFO Molina stated they
were purchases made by Cpl. McCormick for the Chief (Lovett). TFO Molina stated
when he would ask about items that showed up and they would tell him, Cpl. McCormick
bought that for the Chief. I asked if he thought this was wrong when he would buy stuff
for the Chief. TFO Molina stated he didn’t know what went on before him, that if the
Chief received fringe benefits then that’s what happened. TFO Molina would say to
himself, is the chief using this for the office, but that didn’t make sense for him.

I asked how TFO Molina how he addressed the cash withdrawals that showed up on the
account. TFO Molina stated he would not always see the withdrawals. Sometimes Cpl.
McCormick would take money and deposit it or withdrawal it for them, and money
would be kept out of those transactions for cash needs.

[ asked if TFO Molina would see a lot of cash withdrawals, TFO Molina stated
sometimes three to five a month. TFO Molina stated, “The agents had government cards
so they didn’t need the cash withdrawals for gas or anything.”

I asked about weapons that were turned in during the cases. TFO Molina stated when a
gun was turned in his role was to get them in during the operation and figure out if they
were stolen or not. He did not take part in the destroying of the weapons afterwards. TFO
Molina explained the logging procedures for the evidence collections. TFO Molina was
not sure of what Cpl. McCormick’s role of was in destructions of weapons.

TFO Molina stated an FBI investigation was ongoing and he wasn’t aware there was
something going on. Cpl. McCormick reacted very suspiciously asking what TFO Molina
was talking about. TFO Molina later found out there was a federal investigation going on
and Cpl. McCormick was part of that investigation. TFO Molina found out that Brian

13



Moore told the ATF supervisor Dave Kamentz what had occurred with Cpl. McCormick
and the videos of him removing property. TFO Molina stated Cpl. McCormick was
removed from the task force and sent back to SCMPD.

TFO Molina stated, “Let me back up. Lovett resigned from the department because of the
Trina Mayes incidents. Sometime between September 2013 and February 2014, 1 was
approached by Cpl. McCormick and he told me, ‘I bought the Chief a cell phone
“dadada” and I think he is going to get in trouble for that cell phone because he may of
gave it to Trina Mayes or something.”” TFO Molina continued stating the way he felt for
Cpl. McCormick he didn’t believe what he was saying. TFO Molina stated Cpl.
McCormick asked him, “Where are the receipts for the cell phone?” TFO Molina replied,
“Where they are supposed to be”. TFO Molina stated by this time they had already
moved the operation to a new warehouse and Cpl. McCormick did not have access or
keys to the new location.

TFO Molina stated Cpl. McCormick told him, “You can go ahead and get rid of them, we
don’t need it. There are just going to be receipts that are going to fuck the Chief up over
the Trina Mayes incident.” TFO Molina stated he looked at him and was like, “This
thing ain’t gonna disappear, everyone knows I’m in charge of it.” I asked TFO Molina if
he wanted him to get rid of the cell phone receipts or all the receipts. TFO Molina stated,
“All the receipts.” TFO Molina stated there is a laptop with the Quick Books on it, on his
desk. TFO Molina told Cpl. McCormick all the information is there on his desk. TFO
Molina states Cpl. McCormick told him, “You can go ahead and get rid of that, we can
just get a new computer and get rid of the receipts and that is that.” TFO Molina was
asked by Cpl. McCormick how far back the receipts go and TFO Molina told him all the
way back to the Thunderbolt operation. TFO Molina stated he wanted to give him false
information to get him to back off and he told Cpl. McCormick, “Yeah I'll get rid of
them.” TFO Molina stated once he left the area with Cpl. McCormick, TFO Molina went
to Agent Brian Moore and told him, “Hey I don’t know what’s up with Cpl. McCormick
but he wants me to get rid of all the receipts.” TFO Molina told him he was going to get
them moved out of the warehouse just in case he just finds his way into the warehouse
and he tries to grab them. TFO Molina told Moore he was taking the receipts to his home
to safe guard them in the interim. TFO Molina was than later approached by Agent
Moore when the stuff started happening with the FBI and he asked TFO Molina if he still
had the receipts and TFO Molina told him yes. Moore told TFO Molina to bring them in
to Dave Kamentz and give them to him.

I asked TFO Molina about Cpl. McCormick asking him to get rid of the receipts. I asked
if Cpl. McCormick ever told him who instructed Cpl. McCormick to tell him to destroy
the receipts. TFO Molina stated yes, there was a second time that Cpl. McCormick told
him to get rid of the receipts. TFO Molina stated a week or two after the first time Cpl.
McCormick wanted him to get rid of the receipts. Molina stated, “He (Cpl. McCormick)
nonchalantly came up to me and said, ‘hey did you get rid of those receipts?’.” TFO
Molina responded to him, “I aint got no receipts.” Cpl. McCormick then replied to him,
“Enoch told me, when I told him what was going on that we had to take care of the Chief,
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and Enoch said for me to take care of the Chief.” TFO Molina stated he said something
like this: “Hey we got the receipts for the cell phone for the Chief? Cpl. McCormick
responded, ‘What receipts?’ implying getting rid of the receipts. TFO Molina stated, We
got that cell phone, and Cpl. McCormick stated, “What cellphone, what laptops?” TFO
Molina stated he didn’t know if Cpl. McCormick was using Enoch’s name as leverage or
as fact to make sure he took care of the paperwork. I asked if TFO Molina ever had any
direct contact with Enoch about this incident. TFO Molina replied, “No.” TFO Molina
found it suspicious that he referenced Enoch, but TFO Molina stated Cpl. McCormick
spoke with Enoch a lot.

I asked if there was anyone in the command staft that Cpl. McCormick spoke with, TFO
Molina stated he was always talking to Enoch.

I asked if there was anything else that he wanted to add that I hadn’t asked him about.
TFO Molina stated I knew more about what was going on than him so at this time, “No.”
I concluded by asking if to this date has anyone in the operation ever given Cpl.
McCormick the authority or did anyone know about him taking the TVs and the money.
TFO Molina stated, “No.” TFO Molina stated if there was anything taken or bought that
was not case related Cpl. McCormick would say it was for the Chief. Items purchased
such as cell phones, laptops, liquor, lunches and dinners. Cpl. McCormick would tell him
he was entertaining the Chief and guests. I said a verbal answer from Cpl. McCormick
was all that was needed.

I concluded the interview at this time. The audio recordings are now part of this file.

Monday August 11, 2014 (Hold placed on the investigation at request of Justice
Department)

[ submitted a request to interview ATF and other task force members in reference to this
investigation. I received a call from Justice Department investigators stating they were
involved in the investigation now and they requested we not conduct any other interviews
with participants of the investigation until their investigation was complete. 1 advised
Chief Tolbert of the request and ceased activity until they advised it was acceptable to

continue.
Friday, December 12, 2014

I contacted the Savannah Office of the FBI and spoke with Agent Joshua Hayes. |
requested help with obtaining his office’s records and evidence that was entered into the
trial of Willie Lovett. I was specifically looking for information that identified any
information that identified violations of SCMPD policy or violations of Georgia Law.

15



Agent Hayes stated he would speak with the US Attorney’s Office to identify any such
information and respond back.

Agent Hayes stated that he could produce the evidence, and that they would review what
could be released. I was asked to draft a letter requesting the information and to direct it
to the Supervisory Senior Resident Agent Gene Kowel.

Monday December 22, 2014

[ drafted a letter to the SSRA in charge of the Savannah FBI office, Gene Kowel
requesting the above listed information from the federal trial of Willie Lovett. A copy of
the letter is now a part of this file.

Monday, January 5, 2015

I spoke with Special Agent Matthew L. McCloskey, U.S. Department of Justice Office of
the Inspector General. Agent McCloskey was going to be in town to interview TFO (Task
Force Officer) Molina and ATF agents involved in the investigation of TFO Cpl.
McCormick. Agent McCloskey had requested prior to this incident that OPS not
interview any of the ATF agents or personnel involved until they completed their
investigation.

Monday, January 5, 2015

I received a response from FBI SSRA Gene Kowel along with a CD containing evidence
gathered during the LOVETT investigation, including but not limited to interview
transcripts, FBI FD-302s, and cellular telephone toll records. The CD and the letter
response from SSRA Kowel is now a part of this investigative file.

Wednesday January 7, 2015

I reviewed the information forwarded by the FBI office in reference to TFO Cpl.
McCormick’s involvement with Lovett. There are multiple documents and toll records
pertaining to several former and current officers with SCMPD identified with

documentation.
The following information is record from the FD-302 dated 05/21/2015.

OFFICIAL RECORD
FD-302a (Rev. 05-08-10)

The Interview was conducted by FBI Agent Joshua Hayes interviewed at the Savannah,
Georgia office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) located at 220 East Bryan
Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401.
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Cpl. McCormick advised that Salvatore Nunziato is an undercover alias for ATF Special
Agent (SA) Louis Valoze. The cellular telephone numbers associated with the Verizon
Wireless account with the subscriber name of Nunziato are utilized by ATF undercover
SAs and TFOs. Cpl. McCormick stated that the numbers are utilized by ATF SAs Louis
Valoze, Brian Moore, and Ralf Bicknese; TFO Luis, TFO Molina and Georgia
Department of Revenue SA Robert Flourney. Cpl. McCormick advised that he was
unsure which SA/TFO utilized which number. Cpl. McCormick stated that he had the
numbers programmed into his undercover phone and he did not have the phone with him
at the time of the interview.

Cpl. McCormick was asked why one of the numbers was being utilized by former
SCMPD Chief of Police Willie Lovett? Cpl. McCormick stated that sometime in 2013,
Lovett asked Cpl. McCormick to provide him with an undercover cellular phone so that
he (Lovett) could keep in contact with Cpl. McCormick and other undercover SAs/TFOs
regarding the ATF's undercover storefront operations.

Cpl. McCormick stated that everything associated with the undercover storefront
operation was sensitive in nature. At the time, the ATF had just taken down their
storefront in Garden City, Georgia and were planning to open a new storefront
somewhere else in Savannah. Cpl. McCormick thought it was not necessary for Lovett to
have an undercover cellular phone, however, he was the Chief of Police and he asked for
one so Cpl. McCormick secured one for him.

Cpl. McCormick contacted Verizon Wireless and ordered a phone for Lovett and put it
on the existing account the other undercover phones were on. He then picked up the
phone from a Verizon Wireless store and delivered it to Lovett’s office. Cpl. McCormick
then contacted Lovett and told him that he dropped the phone off for him at his office.
During the time Cpl. McCormick purchased the phone for Lovett, he had direct document
participants have digitally signed. All signatures have been verified by a certified FBI
information system.

During the time Cpl. McCormick purchased the phone for Lovett, he had direct contact
with Lovett regarding the ATF storefront operations. Additionally, all SCMPD TFOs
reported directly to Lovett. Cpl. McCormick advised that he had no idea that Lovett was
still using the phone following his retirement. Cpl. McCormick stated that he forgot that
Lovett had the phone and if FBI SAs Joshua W. Hayes and Bradford Snider would not
have told him about it, he still would not have known. Cpl. McCormick also advised that
he would not have thought Lovett would have kept the phone following his retirement
and continued to use it. Cpl. McCormick admitted that he should have remembered to
discontinue the phone and the phone number after Lovett retired but he simply forgot.
Cpl. McCormick advised that he would be the only person to know that Lovett had the
phone and it was an oversight on his part that the phone was not shut off. Cpl.
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McCormick advised that SCMPD Assistant Chief of Police Terry Enoch currently
maintains oversight of all SCMPD TFOs.

In this official statement Cpl. McCormick states that he gave the undercover phone to
Lovett during the Storefront operation. Cpl. McCormick stated upon Lovett’s retirement
in November 2013, he forgot that Lovett was still in possession of the ATF phone.
During this official statement Cpl. McCormick told the agents the following information:

*Cpl. McCormick advised that he had no idea that Lovett was still using the phone
Sfollowing his retirement. Cpl. McCormick stated that he forgot that Lovett had the phone
and if FBI SAs Joshua W. Hayes and Bradford Snider would not have told him about it,
he still would not have known. Cpl. McCormick also advised that he would not have
thought Lovett would have kept the phone following his retirement and continued to use
it,

The following phone numbers identify both Lovett and Cpl. McCormick’s personal and
departmental cell and home phone numbers:

Cpl. McCormick

I (A 7F Undercover Cell)
- (AT Cel)
* IR (Personal Cell)

Lovett

* I (Lovett Home)

= 912-667-1811 {Lovett SCMPD Cell)
I (Lovett Stolen ATF Undercover Cell)

The toll records collected by the FBI during their investigation show that Cpl.
McCormick’s statement was untrue. The records listed below identify Cpl. McCormick’s
contact with Lovett after his retirement September 27, 2013 utilizing the stolen ATF
phone. The two calls listed below are recorded on the toll records as occurring on
February 22, 2014. This is almost five months after Lovett’s retirement.

The first call on 2/22/13 occurs at 12:48:00 hours. Cpl. McCormick calls from his
personal cell phone to the stolen ATF phone in the possession of Lovett.

The second call listed in the toll records is two hours later. Lovett calls Cpl. McCormick
and the conversation lasts for 7 minutes and 19 seconds.

Date Length Source Destination
02.22.2014 0:00:40 I
12:48:00 EST
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Date Length Source Destination

02.22.2014 0:07:19 1 Fr r

14:56:00 EST

The stolen ATF phone was later collected from Lovett’s person during a search
warrant at his residence in June 2014. Lovett turned the phone over to the FBI and it
was logged into evidence.

Wednesday, February 18, 2015

I contacted Cpl. Cpl. McCormick and advised him I needed him to come to the OPS
office for an interview in reference to the OPS investigation currently ongoing. He agreed
and a time as set for 0930. I received a call from Cpl. McCormick’s attorney Mr. Pate
asking about what I was going to interview Cpl. McCormick about and to remind me that
there was a Justice Department investigation currently being conducted. I informed Mr.
Pate that the interview was going to be under Garrity and that this was in reference to the
OPS administrative investigation. [ advised him I would supply Cpl. McCormick with a
copy of his Garrity form for their records.

Thursday, February 19, 2015 (Summary of the Cpl. McCormick interview)

I conducted an audio taped interview with Cpl. McCormick in reference to this OPS
investigation. I began the interview by reading Cpl. McCormick the Garrity warning he
stated he understood and signed the form, I also signed the Garrity form. The form is now
a part of this file.

[ explained that this investigation was centered on his assignment to the AFT task force
position. I told him this stemmed from a complaint made to Chief Tolbert by ATF /RAC
David Kamentz. Kamentz wrote an email to his supervisor, ASAC Ray Brown of the
ATF Atlanta Field Division and explained the allegations against Cpl. McCormick
stemming from his involvement with the storefront operation dubbed “Operation
Pulaski”. I explained this information was brought to the attention of the Chief of Police
and assigned to OPS for investigation.

I asked about Cpl. McCormick’s work history up until his current assignment. Cpl.
McCormick has been an ATF task force officer for over nine years. Cpl. McCormick
explained his responsibilities with his position. I asked if he was eventually involved with
the store front operations. Cpl. McCormick stated he began working on the storefronts
when they were in Brunswick, Statesboro and Augusta. I asked about his role in the
operations and he replied that he was used intermittently to make buys and to come in
and make deals, do surveillance and cover agents when they were involved in deals. |
asked about the operations in Thunderbolt and Garden City. He stated Sgt. Sgt. Tamargo
was on the team in Thunderbolt and he switched out with Sgt. Tamargo as they began the
operation in Garden City.

I asked if his role was a support role in Garden City or if he was running the operation.
Cpl. McCormick stated he was “Part Time”; he had duties that were not involved with the
storefront. I asked if Sgt. Tamargo was full time on the Thunderbolt operation, and Cpl.
McCormick stated, “Yes”. He said he wasn’t doing anything at Thunderbolt. Cpl.

19



McCormick stated that he was, “Just going over there and hanging out, BS’ing around.”
Cpl. McCormick stated, “It was too close to the city and everybody knows him around
here.”

I said at some point Sgt. Tamargo rotated out and he was brought in to the take over the
administrative duties, I asked him to tell me how that happened. Cpl. McCormick
responded that Sgt. Tamargo was clashing with the agents over there and he was brought
in for his bilingual/ Spanish speaking needs. Cpl. McCormick said he was clashing with
the lead agent Lou Valoze and so Sgt. Tamargo decided to leave and take a position at
CNT. Cpl. McCormick stated he recommended TFO Molina as the Spanish speaking
replacement for Sgt. Tamargo. 1 asked McCormick at this time did they give him
responsibility over the churning account. Cpl. McCormick stated yes that Valoze and
Belski decided to have both Sgt. Tamargo and him over the account in case Sgt. Tamargo
was unavailable. Sgt. Tamargo and he shared this duty for a short period of time and then
it was put in Cpl. McCormick’s control only. I asked if this was the SunTrust account.

I asked him that with the account he received credit/ATM cards and checks. Cpl.
McCormick stated yes. I asked how much money was normally in the account. Cpl.
McCormick stated he heard at one time it was over $800,000. I asked how much money
was in the churning account while he had it. Cpl. McCormick guessed it was in the
$300,000 range. I asked if his responsibilities were to pay the bills such as rent utilities
and such. Cpl. McCormick stated that and it was through the ATF, that he was to make
sure they had supplies and covered the needs for the investigation. I asked if something
came up he could purchase things for them or he would drop checks off for them. I asked
what name the account was under and he stated his (UC) undercover name (Dwayne
Chandler) Cpl. McCormick reiterated that he was only part time, that he would get calls
to help with surveillance or help with operations they were doing. He stated he was still
carrying his case load also. Cpl. McCormick stated he would leave the credit card with
them (the agents) blank checks and the western union AMEX code for them to use to pay
bills. I asked if he went out of town you would leave these for them to pay the bills. Cpl.
McCormick stated, “Or I would get calls saying pay this bill, go pick up this or we need
this.” I asked if he was given a car when he went over to the storefront. Cpl. McCormick
stated, “Yeah, at first I had that BMW then when Belski left they got me that Mercedes.”
Cpl. McCormick stated later on they said all these cars were going to go to the city. Cpl.
McCormick stated when he learned they were turning all the cars over to the city, Cpl.
McCormick said the city couldn’t make the upkeep for a car like the Mercedes, so he
went and traded it in for the Impala.

I asked when he purchased items if he kept the receipts, or how did he track what he was
purchasing. Cpl. McCormick stated in Thunderbolt they had used an accountant and in
Garden City TFO Molina was using Quick Books to tract the purchases. I asked when
TFO Molina was keeping the books would he give him the receipts for purchases he
made. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yes.” I asked him, ‘All the time?” And he replied, “The
majority, yes.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “That’s when stuff got a little crazy.” He stated
TFO Molina told him there is a lot of stuff coming in and out that I'm not familiar with
so we need to get a tab on this. I asked what kind of purchases. Cpl. McCormick stated,
“I don’t know stuff agent Valoze and Bicknese were ordering on line.” Cpl. McCormick
stated TFO Molina told him, “Hey we neced to change these accounts to our names, so
that we don’t get jammed up.” Cpl. McCormick states he had a meeting with Valoze and
told him his concerns and Valoze told him to, “Fuck TFO Molina and Brian, I ain’t gonna
do nothing to get you jammed up.” Cpl. McCormick stated he was like, “Ok I’ll just go
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with the flow.” I asked what type purchases were on there that was in question, I asked if
he knew what month that was that this occurred and Cpl. McCormick stated, “I can’t
recall.”

I asked about the purchases of what they were all calling swag. I asked what swag was,
and Cpl. McCormick stated knockoff shoes, purses, urban clothing, and things like that.
Cpl. McCormick stated this is the part that I don’t understand. Cpl. McCormick stated
they went to Los Angeles and purchased thousands of dollars of this stuff that came in
containers to sell inside the storefront. Cpl. McCormick stated, “I don’t remember if I
wrote the check and they used it or if they purchased it on with a check he gave them.”
Cpl. McCormick again said he was just part time and he was still doing the Ceasefire
cases and these guys ran the storefront. He said they stated this was for the customers
“the bad guys” to come in and make purchases. Cpl. McCormick stated he did not know
how the storefront actually worked. Cpl. McCormick stated the sales of these items
turned into what they called the swag money, this came from the churning account. I
asked him if he used this money to buy the water, coffee or things like that for the
storefront. Cpl. McCormick kept saying THEY used the money for this to go to Sam’s
club to buy beer and snacks and stuff. I asked, “You didn’t buy any of that stuff?”” Cpl.
McCormick stated, “I bought when we had the take down Lou sent me to Sam’s Club to
buy refreshments for the ATF bosses in town, me and Tom Crawford but that was off the
churning account, THEY used the swag money to buy the other stuff”. He said the swag
was used for car washes, cutting the grass on the facility, the secretary used to use it to
buy them lunches and stuftf”.

I asked he got anything outta the swag. He said, “What do you mean get anything?” 1
stated shoes or clothing. Cpl. McCormick stated he would be there and they would say,
“hey were getting lunch and I would get lunch with them.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “I
used to go get the money for TFO Molina to get his gas.” He continued saying, “TFO.
Molina didn’t have his credit card and stuff so I would fill his tank with the credit card or
cash.”

I asked Cpl. McCormick again what his role was, I stated, “So you were not taking an
active role in the storefront you were just paying the bills or helping when they needed
help with surveillance and stuff.” Cpl. McCormick stated there were four people who
worked at the storefront; he was not one of them. He stated he was doing his cases in at
the office. “Ceasefire cases were coming in I didn’t have time to spend over there. I
didn’t have time to be full time.” I asked when he would go to the storefront, would they
always be there. Cpl. McCormick stated it depended on when it was. I asked what
reasons you would have to go to the storefront when nobody was there. Cpl. McCormick
stated, “If Brian would call and say there was a deposit to make, alarm would go off and
they would be like ‘DMack’ your close go check that out.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “One
time I tripped the alarm going to get TV’s out.”

I asked, “What did you go to the storefront to get TVs out for?” Cpl. McCormick stated,
“Basically what happened was early on, I’'m rewinding here. Back to Thunderbolt, Sgt.
Tamargo used to deliver TVs to the PD and gave (Willie) Lovett TVs and stuff and it was
approved through ATF”. I asked if this was when they gave TVs to the precincts and CID
and stuff and Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yeah.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “From my
understanding Sgt. Tamargo and the ATF used to deliver stuff to Lovett.” I asked him
what kind of stuff they would deliver to Lovett. Cpl. McCormick stated, “To be specific
liquor, male enhancement drugs, dick hard pills to be exact, TVs and stuff like that. In
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Thunderbolt they were doing that.” Cpl. McCormick continued saying, “Lou said this
was stuff at the end of the storefront they would give to the PD; stuff like that they would
give Lovett and stuff.”

Cpl. McCommick stated, “Lovett called me and said two of the TVs they gave me went
bad and I was like, I asked Lou what’s this thing about the TV, the TV we gave Lovett?
Lou told me it’s OK to give it to him. I double checked with IA prior to this, in
Thunderbolt I checked with IA about that.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “I spoke with Lt.
Oliver about that. I asked Lt Oliver, you know hey man, they giving Lovett stuff can you
look up and see if anything is a violation of that, it just was a concern. Lt Oliver was in
Internal Affairs, I called him ‘Nut’ I think he was acting, he told me ‘there is nothing in
policy it must be an ATF thing, as long as ATF approves it’s ok.” Cpl. McCormick stated
Oliver didn’t like the fact Sgt. Tamargo was riding around in that Mercedes and he
wished he could have gotten Sgt. Tamargo on some stuff. Cpl. McCormick stated, “He
just said Yeah it’s OK.”

Cpl. McCormick stated, “Fast forward LT. That’s what Lovett called me about, he said
his TVs gone, he said fuck it go ahead and give him two more TVs”. Cpl. McCormick
told me that he told Valoze that he was going to “go later and get those TVs.” I went over
this again stating, “Lovett called you and told you that two of his TVs went out? Cpl.
McComnick stated, “Right.” I asked, “You turned around and called Valoze and told him
that Lovett’s TVs went out?” He stated yes. [ asked, “And Valoze told you to go ahead
and give him two more? Yeah,” Cpl. McCormick stated, “I told him (Valoze) I was
going to go later that he was busy.”

Cpl. McCormick stated, “I went over to the store, it’s not normal to go after hours, I
checked the alarm go there early.” I asked why it was not normal to go there after hours.
He stated, “Like I said the alarm would go off, and you would have to check the alarm
and stuff, I would go after hours.” I asked if there were protocols in place about going to
the storefront at night by themselves. Cpl. McCommick responded, “No, No.” I asked
about the dangers of going to the building alone, bad guys could be watching knowing
that guns and money move through there he could be robbed. Cpl. McCormick stated
when the storefront went down they stayed over at the storefront, he said everybody in
the community knew this is where the hot spot was at. Cpl. McCormick stated, ‘“Ralph
Bicknese worked there late at night by himself, Lou came in after hours, Naw there
wasn’t a protocol in place that I knew of.” I asked Cpl. McCormick if the calls from
Lovett came in to him sometime in November 2012. He stated, “I can’t recall yeah
sometime around then.” He continued, “Yeah seeing the videos, when I tripped the alarm,
we laughed about the video and that happened so long ago, we laughed about you tripped
the alarm going in there to get the TVs.” Cpl. McCormick then stated, “You have to
understand Lou was the case agent and inside the storefront they had distinction between
Lou and Brian. Brian didn’t like what Lou was doing and Lou didn’t like what Brian was
doing.” I asked what they didn’t like. He stated, “Lou is always right Brian is always
wrong or Brian is always right and Lou is always wrong.” Cpl. McCormick’s point was
that he always ran everything through Lou because he was the case agent. | asked who
his supervisor was and Cpl. McCormick said Lou. I asked, “Even though you weren’t
working in the store front at the time but part time?” Cpl. McCormick stated his
supervisor was the RAC. I asked who that was and he stated Belski and Kamentz. I asked
if Kamentz and Belski were his supervisors, the RACs, did he ever tell them about his
issues or feelings about taking items and giving them to the chief or any of the concerns
he had about other things. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yes.” 1 asked who he talked to and

22



what did he tell them. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Lou did!” I said did you ever talk to
them (the RACs) about it and Cpl. McCormick stated, “No, Not that I recall.” I asked
Cpl. McCormick, “Had you never went to them and said is this ok?” Cpl. McCormick
stated, “1 went to our Internal Affairs about it. When our Internal Affairs said it’s an ATF
thing I went to Lou and he said yeah it’s the cities money they can do whatever they
want.”

Cpl. McCormick continued on and stated “I wasn’t going to have anything to do with this
store front (the new one) and that’s when I turned all the money (churning account) over
to the Georgia Revenue Department guy.”

I told Cpl. McCormick to back up with me. Back to the video tape that he remembered,
the one he says everyone laughed about. 1 asked him, “You went in and went into the
safe?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yeah.” I asked, “You take out cash?” Cpl. McCormick
replied, “Yes.” “Then you go into the electronics room and take the TV set?” I asked.
“He replies “OK.” T asked him, “You adjust the TVs to make the stack look right; slide
them together so there is no void?” He stated, “Uh huh.” Cpl. McCormick replied, “I was
stacking. I can’t recall 1 would need to look at the video. The cash itself Gavin, was the
cash they said to use to go ahead and get Lovett his liquor.” T said, “$2,0007” Cpl.
McCormick stated, I didn’t take no $2,000.” He said, “I remember Brian stating there
were 2 or 5 thousand dollars missing from the safe, I didn’t take no $2,000, I took like a
hundred dollars or so.” I said so you remember that night taking the money from the safe,
and he replied, “Yeah I remember that night.” I asked if he remembered being on his cell
phone and he stated, “I can’t recall.” I told him there was audio and video of that night.
He replied “OK, OK.”

I asked after he took the money and the TV’s and left, did anyone approach him about
that night, because they were all langhing and joking about it right, so who approached
him about it. Cpl. McCormick replied, “Lou and them called me and said, ‘Yo man you
tripped the alarm, you was on video taking that stuff out’ and he started laughing.” Cpl.
McCormick stated he said, “Yeah that was the TV and stuff you said it was OK to get for
Lovett.” Cpl. McCormick, stated, “Lou said ‘yeah but uh.” I asked McCormick who was
he having this conversation with. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Me, Lou and Ralph.” Cpl.
McCormick stated Lou went on to tell him, “Bam is tripping”. (Bam refers to Agent
Brian Moore) Cpl. McCormick continued stating, “You know Brian is having a hissy fit
about it.” [ asked if they told them what happened with the stack of TVs when they went
to use them to pay with on a deal. I asked if they told him that the group of TVs was
going to be used as a payment. Cpl. McCormick stated, “No No.” I said, “They came up
short?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “No cause they was selling TVs in there wholesale, TFO
Molina got a TV, the guy from Atlanta got a TV, and John Cassada got a TV.” I asked,
“Did you get a TV?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yeah, I got a TV wholesale.” 1 asked if
he knew why the red flag went up and they pulled the video tape. Cpl. McCormick stated,
“No.” I asked how their conversation ended. Cpl. McCormick stated, “That was about it,
they was laughing and joking about it.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “1 went to Bam and
stated ‘man what’s your problem ‘and Bam told him ‘man that just looks suspicious.”
Bam also confronted him about money missing out of the safe, and Cpl. McCormick told
him he told Lou about it and that he (Bam) needed to go talk to Lou about it. Cpl.
McCormick stated, “And we went on business as normal, we went on months, months,
months after that, deposits, business as usual, that’s why I was somewhat confused about
what was really going on.”
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[ asked Cpl. McCormick, “If you went in there to get the TVs and you took the money to
get liquor for Lovett, is that the way you were supposed to get liquor for Lovett?” Cpl.
McCormick stated, “Yeah, they already told me, that wasn’t the first time.” | said him if
he got liquor for Lovett and he again said, “Naw that wasn’t the first time.” I asked him
how he could show receipts for purchases like that; how could he show taking that cash
and buying liquor like that. “Where does that show up in your records?” I asked. Cpl.
McCormick stated, “Yeah that wouldn’t show, it was a part of that swag money and that
was the money that was used for stuff like that. I told Lou, that Lovett keeps asking for
liquor, he said just get the money out the swag account.”

[ asked how he differentiated between money that was in there as evidence from a deal
and swag money. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Well they just had it stacked, on top. The
swag money just was sitting there loose, loose money that wasn’t even accounted for.” 1
asked how he knew what was accounted for and what wasn’t. Cpl. McCormick stated, “I
didn’t know, they just said the swag money is in the safe, in there stacked.” I asked, “It
didn’t make you uncomfortable to just go in there and take cash out?” Cpl. McCormick
stated, “No, we was all doing it all the time.” I said, “I understand what everyone was
doing, does that make it OK?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “No.” [ asked him if he had any
issues going in and taking the stuff out. Cpl. McCormick replied, “At the time, no.”

I went over what Cpl. McCormick stated about getting TVs and items for Lovett and then
asked him about the other video where he again is at the storefront after hours and
removed more TVs.

Cpl. McCormick stated “Yeah, those were my TVs. I gave Lou the money for my TVs, I
paid for them. That’s from the time I saw TFO. Molina with a TV in his car and he told
me that we can buy them wholesale.” I went over Cpl. McCormick’s answer, that he
bought TVs, paying Lou money and he was busy so went to get them after hours when
nobody was there. Cpl. McCormick responded, “Yes, like I said it’s not normal for us to
go after hours.” I asked how much he gave Lou for the TVs; he responded “I believe
$700 or $800.”

I asked Cpl. McCormick if he remembered after taking the second set of TVs that he
returned again after hours and found that his key to the gate did not work. Cpl
McCormick responded that he did remember that. I asked if he knew why they changed
the lock and did not give him a key. Cpl. McCormick stated he only returned that night
because he had left his ID and wallet in the storefront. [ told Cpl. McCormick I
understood he left his credentials, but I asked again if he knew why or if anyone told him
why his key did not work. Cpl. McCormick replied, “No, later on they told me they
changed the locks.” 1 asked if they told him why they changed the locks, he replied,
“No.” I asked him if he asked, he said, “No.” I asked if they gave him new keys to get in
the storefront and he stated, “No, I got the keys to the next store.” I asked him when his
key didn’t work why he did not ask, ‘hey where is my key?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “I
called Lou, but he didn’t answer, so I said forget it.”

I told Cpl. McCormick he had already talked about buying things for Lovett through the
churning account, I asked him about electronic equipment and if he had taken anything or
purchased anything for Lovett like that, such as computers iPads. Cpl. McCormick
replied, “Yes, 1 gave Lovett computers and iPads.” I asked how many he gave him and
he stated, “I can’t recall, I can’t remember, again Licutenant everything 1 did I did
through ATF approval. They made the statements we have to keep Lovett happy to keep
these MOUs”. 1 asked him if every time Lovett asked for something if he asked ATF
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approval every time he went to get something for Lovett. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yes
every time, I asked the ATF guys.” I asked him if it was anyone in particular and he said
Lou. I asked if he asked anyone else and Cpl. McCormick said, “No.” 1 asked, “You
don’t remember how many iPads you gave him?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “No, two or
three.” 1 asked him what about laptops. Cpl. McCormick stated, “I bought him a
desktop. He (Lovett) said, ‘man I need a computer’, I bought a desktop, I asked Lou.”
Then Cpl. McCormick stated that it really pissed him off, the desktop he got Lovett was
an all in one. Cpl. McCormick stated, “It pissed me off, I got it on that Wednesday and he
(Lovett) resigned on like that Friday.” I asked him if he was familiar with what was
going on with him prior to him resigning and Cpl. McCormick stated, “No.” Cpl.
McCormick stated he knew the gossip, but he didn’t know Lovett was going to resign. He
stated he bought it after speaking to Lou and Lou told him to go ahead and buy it. Cpl.
McCormick stated he went to Best Buy and bought the computer and when Lovett
resigned he said he went to Lou and said, “That’s fucked up, he let me get that computer
and he knew he was gonna resign.” Cpl. McCormick stated Lou told him, ‘well he was
good to us.” He stated, “I bought him (Lovett) a bag for a laptop.” Cpl. McCormick
stated, “I gave Lovett a laptop and 1 went to Lou and he told me I think there is one in the
surveillance room and [ went in there and Brian Moore was there and I asked him where
the laptop was and Moore told me, ‘Damn he just got one.”” Cpl. McCormick said he
told Moore, “Man I don’t know he wants one, and 1 took that one out of the room next to
the wall.”

I asked how many computers he gave Lovett, and Cpl. McCormick stated, “I don’t know
but I know back before me Sgt. Tamargo and them gave him a bunch of stuff.” Cpl.
McCormick than stated, “I think two laptops and the desktop.”

I asked other than Lovett who else did he give equipment to. Cpl. McCormick replied
(stuttering), “Years ago when I got the two TVs from Lou, Lou gave me two TVs during
Thunderbolt, he gave me two TVs, I don’t know where they came from, Lou told me,
‘hey I got something for ya’ and gave me two TVs.” Cpl. McCormick stated those two
TVs when to Olive (Lt. Andre Oliver) because he was doing work for me. [ gave him the
two TVs and that’s it.” [ asked who else he gave equipment to, I asked if he gave anyone
else on the police department equipment from the storefront and Cpl. McCormick
hesitated and stated, “No.” 1 asked if he bought anything else through the storefront
account for Lovett. Cpl. McCormick told me, “Before I knew what was going on, they
told me ‘Wow’ [ had bought liquor for Lovett on the credit card and they said you can’t
buy liquor on the credit card, ‘you can’t do that’.” Cpl. McCormick stated that was a
mistake he made and they told him you can never do that.

I asked what about trips or hotel rooms, things like that. Cpl. McCormick stated d he paid
for training and for undercover officers who were in town and things like that. All the
things he stated were work related. T asked if there were any times he used the card for
that was not work related. Cpl. McCormick stated besides getting the car detailed and
buying gas, no. I asked if he took any trips for personal reasons and he said no.

I asked Cpl. McCormick to tell me about cell phones. Cpl. McCormick stated, “The cell
phones were kinda crazy. The cell phones were all who was involved in the storefront.”
Cpl. McCormick went through all the people who had cell phones on the account,
including Lovett. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Who could and could not have cell phones
was up to Lou.” I asked Cpl. McCormick what his number was and he stated he did not
know, and then he said, “661- I can’t recall.” I asked him if it was [ JJJj and he stated
that was it. I asked if he supplied Lovett with a phone and Cpl. McCormick responded,
“Yes, Lovett called me and said ‘hey man I need a phone’ cause we was calling Lovett
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about signing MOUs and stuff. Lovett told me, can you get me a phone and I went to
Lou and told him Lovett wanted a phone and Lou said ‘for what’ and I told him so he
could have a direct line to us.” Cpl. McCormick stated Lou authorized a phone for Lovett
and he went and purchased the phone and delivered it to the Chief’s office. I asked Cpl.
McCormick if Lovett asked him for the phone or Lou, and Cpl. McCormick stated, “He
asked me.” I asked if he remembered when he got him the phone and he stated he didn’t
remember. | asked how many phones he bought Lovett and Cpl. McCormick stated a
couple. “He called and said he broke one and I bought him another one,” McCormick
stated. I asked if he had more than one number and Cpl. McCormick stated that was his
understanding. [ told Cpl. McCormick, “It’s not an understanding, you got him the
phones you know if he had more than one line.” I asked him if he paid the bill and he
said yeah but he did not have the access to the account. He stated it was an add on to the
line. I asked him, ‘If you purchased the phones and you gave them to him, did you ever
give him another line?” He stated no. I asked if he knew if Lovett ever gave any phone to
anyone else. Cpl. McCormick stated he bought the first phone from Target and the
second phone from the place on Victory Drive. Cpl. McCormick stated, “One phone
wasn’t working and I went back to the Verizon Store and replaced it.”

I asked, “You bought him the phones, and continued paying the bill for the phones and
Lovett retires?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “If you look at it there were so many people
assigned to that phone.” Cpl. McCormick listed the people who had phones and stated
Lovett’s was forgotten and they just kept paying the bill. I stated, “Lovett retired in
November and we paid for his phone all the way up to June of 2014?” I asked Cpl.
McCormick if he gave Lovett anything else after his retirement and he stated, “No, |
called him and said ‘hey man I’'m sorry for what happened to you, I appreciate your
support and stuff like that. I remember one time he called me while I was eating it was
like months later and he was just checking up on me, blah, blah just before all this stuff
hits the fan.” Cpl. McCormick said Lovett told him, ‘People lied on me and back doored
me.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “Not turning off his phone was a mistake, I mean an
oversight.”

I asked Cpl. McCormick, “So you completely forgot that Lovett had a phone?” Cpl.
McCormick stated, “Completely, I totally forgot, there was so much stuff going on at the
time.” I asked, “When did you first remember that Lovett still had a phone?” Cpl.
McCormick stated when FBI agent Josh (Hayes) told him about it. Cpl. McCormick
reiterated he did not remember until the agents told him. I asked him, “You never called
him on that phone?” Cpl. McCormick stated when he retired [ called him and he had two
different numbers at the time, he had the city phone and that phone. Cpl. McCormick
stated, “I called him on my personal phone and I called the city phone but that number
was gone so I got his home phone number and called him then. He called me when I was
at the restaurant with my girl on my personal phone and we talked, but I totally forgot he
had the phone; 1 can’t recall the number he called from, there was so much going on at
the time.” He continued, “Not that I wanted him to keep the phone, but we forgot to get
the phone, or I mean turn off the line.” I asked what he did when the FBI told him that he
had the phone. Cpl. McCormick stated, “It was hush-hush at the time and I couldn’t tell
anyone.” Cpl. McCormick stated only he and RAC Kamentz knew about the search
warrant. I asked if the FBI recovered that phone. Cpl. McCormick stated, “yes”, that he
was told it was recovered from Lovett and the phone was in Lou’s undercover name and
Cpl. McCormick was paying for the bill through the chuming account.
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I asked, “Did you get iPads out of the storefront? He replied, “Yes, two or three.” |
asked, “For you?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “I got the one in Virginia for myself.” I
asked, “What do you do with the iPads after you’re done?” He stated they go back to the
city, the city owns them, and furniture, iPads, equipment all goes back to the city.

I asked what happened to the rest of the money that was in the account. Cpl. McCormick
stated he got a cashier’s check and gave it to the guy at revenue. I asked why the money
went back to them. Cpl. McCormick stated, “That’s when I realized things were messed
up.” Cpl. McCormick stated they were using him for the churning account, it was
supposed to be state and Federal. He said, “They had me as a back stoppage, Sgt.
Tamargo was gone and they needed me to keep this stuff going. They realized the bosses
were on them to make it safe were going to do this with the department of revenue.”

I asked him if he was the one who closed out the account, and Cpl. McCormick stated,
“Yes.” I asked if anyone else had access and he stated, “No.” I asked, “What happened to
the receipts for all the stuff you bought during the storefront?”” Cpl. McCormick stated,
“This is where there is confusion. I told TFO Molina that we need to start new with the
new Chief (Tolbert) and assistant Chief (Enoch), we need to clean those books and start a
new book.” Cpl. McCormick stated he saw TFO Molina a couple weeks later and Molina
allegedly told Cpl. McCormick, ‘I'm glad we got rid of those books.” Cpl. McCormick
stated he said, “Whoa! I was telling you to start a new one. | think that’s when TFO
Molina said he got rid of the books.”

Cpl. McCormick stated he told him, “No I think you miss understood me, we need clean
books were starting anew thing with a new Chief.” I asked, “So you do remember having
a conversation with TFO Molina about the receipts and the books?” Cpl. McCormick
stated, “Yes.” I asked him, “Why you think he believed you wanted him to get rid of the
books?” Cpl. McCormick stated he didn’t know. I asked him if he ever told TFO Molina
that Enoch wanted him to clean up the books to help Lovett. Cpl. McCormick stated, no,
then added, “I just said Lou and them are going to try to smooth Enoch over like they did
Lovett and that aint gonna happen, they gonna have to play straight with this, that’s what
I told him.”

I asked him, “With TFO Molina having that thought process did he ever tell you he took
care of 1t?” He stated, “No I did not.” I asked if he ever commented to TFO Molina
about the receipts for the cell phone the Chief had. He again stated, “No that’s all a lie.”

I asked what he thought the breakdown was in the storefront. Cpl. McCormick stated, “I
think it was obsession and greed. I think a lot of people were doing things that I was not
aware of. The communication was broken.” I explained to Cpl. McCormick the
department and city process for making purchases and used a cell phone as an example. 1
told him to buy a cell phone I would have to go through several levels of approval, then I
would need to bring the receipts back to be signed off on and then 1 would have the
phone. I said the way they were buying and using the funds was wrong. I asked him if he
ever questioned how or what they were all doing with purchases.

I continued asking him if he had any issue with the fact during this police operation when
he took iPads home and bought TVs at whole sale prices did he not see a problem with
any of these items being taken for personal gain. Cpl. McCormick stated, “I got the one
from the guy in Virginia and I told him this was all equipment that came from the police
operation with no accountability.”
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[ told him he has spent the interview telling me how everyone took stuff and bought stuff,
but I keep asking him what he took, I reminded him that I am interviewing him about his
actions. A gift from the department doesn’t happen, this is all work products. I asked
Cpl. McCormick if he thought the way they were spending and taking items form this
operation, if he thought that was the right thing to do. Cpl. McCormick responded,
“Looking back on it, no.” He continued and said that these guys were doing this and they
were a model for storefronts all over the country. So he thought this was how it is done.

I asked Cpl. McCormick if when he goes into the storefront at night by himself, goes into
the safe , takes a hand full of cash and a TV, and takes that hand full of cash and buy
Lovett liquor, did that seem right to him. Cpl. McCormick stated, “No, it doesn’t.” 1
asked, “So when we take these things and give them to the chief, is that the way we
operate?” Cpl. McCormick replied, “No.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “It was practice, and
policy didn’t cover it. It was judgment calls, common sense thing.”

I asked if there were times when he didn’t keep receipts, Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yeah
there were times we forgot or lost receipts.” I asked if he got receipts for the liquor he
bought Lovett. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Yeah, no that money came from the swag.” 1
asked, “So you never accounted for the swag money?” He stated, “No.” I asked how
much swag money was on hand normally. Cpl. McCormick stated $7,000 to $8,000. I
said $7,000 to $8,000 for you guys to go into and spend on anything you wanted to. Cpl.
McCormick stated, “Yes.” I asked, “What stops you from taking swag money and
paying your electric bill at your house?” Cpl. McCormick stated, “Nothing. There was
no oversight.” Cpl. McCormick stated, “This was going on before me and up to the end.”
I asked him if he always used the swag money correctly. Cpl. McCormick stated, “Other
than getting Lovett liquor, yes”. 1 asked again that he did not remember that Lovett had
the phone from when he retired in November until the FBI questioned him in June. Cpl.
McCormick stated that was correct.

I asked Cpl. McCormick if there is anything that I didn’t ask him that he wanted to tell
me about. I asked him if he used the credit card or cash that was not operational and for
personal use. He stated, “No, No, except for what he gave Lovett and Lt. Oliver.”

Cpl. McCormick stated, “There were nasty rumors that were going around that he
(Oliver) killed himself because of the stuff I was involved in, that’s what family members
were saying about me.” [ asked, “Was there anything else that you were involved with,
with Lt. Oliver that led him to this?” He stated, “No, and Oliver was out of his mind, he
was sick and he turned on me. What he told everybody about me and he was sick and I
couldn’t tell anybody.”

I concluded the interview at this time. I reminded Cpl. McCormick not to discuss this

case with anyone. A copy of the complete recording is now a part of this file.

INVESTIGATION END
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FACTS AND FINDINGS

e Cpl. Daryle McCormick was sworn in as a Task Force Officer in the Savannah
Office of the ATF on September 6, 2005. On June 17, 2014 Cpl. McCormick was
forced to turn in his credentials and resign from the ATF task force.

e TFO Cpl. McCormick was assigned to the ATF field office in Savannah. Cpl.
McCormick’s direct daily supervisor at the time of this incident was ATF RAC
David Kamentz. Direct report at SCMPD from 2013 to present was with the Chief
of Police.

® During his time in the TFO position McCormick worked Operation Ceasefire
cases. McCormick worked part time as the account administrator of the storefront
operation named “Operation Pulaski”.

e Cpl. McCormick was placed as administrator over the storefront churning account
that was opened at SunTrust Bank. He took over the churning account from Sgt.
Tamargo on January 3, 2012. He became sole proprietor for this account. The
credit card and checks were in Cpl. McCormick’s undercover name, “Dwayne
Chapman”. The account was to be used for the furtherance of the investigation,
1.e. rent, utilities, and miscellaneous needs.

e On June 16, 2014 Chief Tolbert was contacted by Asst. Chief Enoch and Cpl.
McCormick wherein he requested to return to the department. Cpl. McCormick
requested a position within (SIP) Savannah Impact Program. Chief Tolbert
advised him if he gave her a letter stating he was leaving ATF in good standing
then she would address his request.

o June 18, 2014 McCormick turned in his letter of resignation from SCMPD. Later
the same day McCormick rescinded his letter of resignation

e On June 18, 2014 Chief Tolbert was contacted by ATF (RAC) David Kamentz
and given some information about issues of theft and improper activity that were
brought to his attention and the reason for Cpl. McCormick’s removal from the
Task Force. Kamentz supplied this investigator with copies of the videos.

e June 20, 2015 McCormick was placed on Administrative leave by Interim Chief
Tolbert. His badge, weapon, vehicle, ID and equipment were collected from his
residence.

e Storefront protocols set in place in place for safety and security reasons dictate
that agents do not enter the storefront alone or after hours due to the clientele they
attract. They are susceptible to robbery attempts and counter surveillance by
suspects. The protocols were known to all those working in the storefront. Cpl.
McCormick’s actions were in violation of these protocols, putting him and the
operation in danger. Cpl. McCormick stated he was not familiar with any

protocols.
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Video #1 Friday, November 16, 2012: Cpl. McCormick enters the storefront
operation in Garden City with his government vehicle (Black Tahoe) after hours,
alone, utilizing his key to unlock the gate and enter the building. During this entry
he trips the alarm. Cpl. McCormick goes into the “safe room” and removes
$2,000 in cash. Cpl. McCormick than enters the electronics room and removes a
flat screen television from the floor pallet. Cpl. McCormick adjusts the pallet to
remove the gap in the boxes. He is seen loading the TV into the rear of his Tahoe,
exiting the gate relocking the gate and driving off. The ATF (RAC) advises his
activity is undocumented and unauthorized and is theft.

Video#2 Sunday, November 25, 2012: Cpl. McCormick is captured on video
entering the gate at the storefront property. Cpl. McCormick then enters the
building and he goes into the safe room and spends several minutes. Cpl.
McCormick leaves the safe room and enters the electronics rooms where he again
removes a television from the pallets and adjusts them to remove the gap. Cpl.
McCormick loads the TV into his vehicle and trips the building alarm. He resets
the alarm and exits to his vehicle and leaves the property. This Sunday entry was
the second unauthorized undocumented removal of property from the storefront.

Cpl. McCormick arrives again several days later after the second time removing
property and finds the gate locks have been changed. Cpl. McCormick leaves
after realizing the key does not work. At no time does Cpl. McCormick ask or
challenge the fact his access is now denied to the storefront.

TFO Molina takes inventory of the televisions for accountability of the storefront
electronic on one specific occasion in November 2012. The TVs in the warehouse
were accounted for because a transaction was to occur where the TVs were to be
used as payment for weapons. The specific TVs were accounted for as part of this
deal. When the deal went down the agents were short two televisions. The
missing items trigger a review of the video surveillance that captures Cpl.
McCormick entering the warehouse after hours, taking the cash and televisions
without permission.

Cpl. McCormick was confronted about the missing items and told the agents that
they were requests from Lovett and he felt comfortable taking the items and the
money, which was for liquor for other individuals. Cpl. McCormick reminded the
agents that money and items in the storefront were property of SCMPD. Cpl.
McCormick stated in his interview that he asked Valoze prior to taking the items;
this is contrary to what was told by Kamentz and TFO Molina. Cpl. McCormick
stated he did take cash, he believes “a couple hundred” and states, “I didn’t take
no $2,000.” There is no documentation or approvals for any use of cash nor
receipts for use of the cash.

Cpl. McCormick admits to taking or purchasing “two or three” new iPads from
the storefront and giving them to Lovett. This was not documented nor was it a

reported transaction.

Cpl. McCormick stated he gave two storefront televisions to former OPS
Lieutenant Oliver (one as a birthday present and one as payment for work on his
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home) McCormick also stated he gave two televisions to Former Chief Lovett
(Replacement for two others that were given from the storefront that no longer
worked) There is no documentation for any transactions / serial numbers or
authorizations giving McCormick authority to take or disburse the televisions.
There is nobody assigned to the ATF task force operation that gave McCormick
the permission to remove or give away any of the items.

Cpl. McCormick admits to purchasing and/or taking several laptop computers and
giving them to Lovett. This was not documented nor was it a reported transaction.
No documentation exists to record or identify approval or what items he was
given,

Cpl. McCormick admitted to purchasing a new desktop computer and giving the
computer to Lovett the evening before Lovett retired from the police department.
McCormick was confronted by this investigator about knowing about the
retirement the day afier he gave the computer to Lovett, why didn’t he attempt to
get the computer back. Cpl. McCormick did not try to retrieve the computer.

Cpl. McCormick supplied Lovett with several storefront purchased cellphones. A
cell phone number was assigned to the phone utilizing the storefront cell phone
account through Verizon Wireless. Cpl. McCormick ordered the phone and the
phone line for Lovett.

Cpl. McCormick gave Lovett the cell phone and upon Lovett’s retirement he did
not retrieve the phone. Lovett continued to use the phone after retirement (until
June 2014) and Cpl. McCormick continued to pay the cellular bill out of the
churning account.

Cpl. McCormick was questioned by FBI agents during official criminal
investigation about the cell phone. Cpl. McCormick stated he did not remember
Lovett had the phone until they asked him about it during the interview. FBI had
secured the phone records for Cpl. McCormick and Lovett. The records show as
recently as February 2014 Cpl. McCormick had phone contact with the stolen
ATF phone in Lovett’s possession. There are calls records that identify the stolen
ATF phone called Cpl. McCormick’s personal cell phone and Cpl. McCormick’s
personal cell phone called the stolen ATF phone in Lovett’s possession. This
statement to the FBI was found to be false and lying to federal investigators is
subject to criminal action.

Cpl. McCormick admits he used storefront cash and the credit card to purchase
alcohol for Lovett at different times.

TFO Molina states Cpl. McCormick told him “to get rid of the receipts for the cell
phones that the Chief may have given it to Trina” (Mayes) and “we don’t need em
anymore.” Cpl. McCormick states this was as misunderstanding and that he did
not want Molina to destroy the records. ‘

TFO Molina kept the records from Operation Pulaski at his residence and turned
them over to RAC Kamentz at the onset of this investigation. The records have
since been turned over to Federal investigators for an ongoing investigation.
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e (Cpl. McCormick submitted and signed a document to Interim Chief Tolbert
stating he wished to return from the ATF task force voluntarily and that he was
leaving in good standing. This is after McCormick was told he was not allowed to
return to the ATF office and that he was not leaving in good standing.
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SECTION 2

Complainant Interviews

* David Kamentz — Resident Agent in Charge, Savannah ATF
Email- Complaint against McCormick outlined (email attached)



Julie Tolbert

——— R
From: -
Sent: Wednesday, june 18, 2014 5:07 PM
To: Julie Tolbert
Cc:
Subject: Per your request.
Attachments: Daryle McCormick Resignation (2).pdf
Importance: High
Chief Tolbert,

| wanted to get this information to you as soon as possible. We (ATF Atlanta Field Division) have the
greatest respect of you, and the men and women of your department!! | apologized that | am having to
bring this information to your attention. This has been very painful for all involved. 1| have notified our IAD
and have been advised that our internal folks have a previously established and outstanding working
relationship with your IAD. Please let me know if you need anything additional, as this unfortunate episode

works its way through the necessary process.

V/R,

oy R, Brown
Assistant Special Agent 